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25 1 March the 410 17055 
To ceir Brethren in 


ane 2 — eee 
T is now about Four 1 gy "4 ſome of You 0. 
feſſed to be ſenſible of the heibrokewState of the Nog» R 
conformiſts Churches, and of the Scandalous Divili- 

ſtons, and Diſorders, that had broken in upon us for want 

of our being duly Compacted together as one Body. 
Tens a other — gave Occalion to a moſt 
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Country had always deſervedly paid to the Migilters ly 


* * 


Noble and Excellent project yo then formed, of a Gene- 


MODA. ——2 2 U—̃ 1——T——— 7——5—7i‚. ˙——= 2 22 ——— ñ 2 


When you Communicated this matter to us, and other 
Miniſters throughout the Nation, it generally met with 
a Cheerful and ready Concurrence of the Brethren in the 
Country; who greatly Rejoyced, that God had put it in- 


to Jour, Hearts to e ip ſyuch,g-W opk,.gs was likely 
to proguce mate than FOrdinarygBleſſings among vs. 
Hadgyop ſtill red is uſeful Peſign with the ſame 


Diflgente, and Teal, as Jou had begun, it would probably 
not only by this time have exceedingly advanced our 
Common Intereſt, (which ought to be dear to all faithful 
Miniſters gf, Chriſt) but would have ſecured to yapr ſelves, 
that Reſpect, and Peference, which your Brethreg in 


the City. | 
But, alas! how ſoon did you give juſt grounds of Com- 
Plaint to us and others, that this Excellent project of a ge- 
neral Correſpondegce was ſtifled in its very Birth, and 
your weekly ends 7 almoſt grown aut Hf uſe? wid - 
we then foreſee the Evil Conſequences of this Negligefice, 
and not be concerned? Could we behold the Noncon- 
forming Intereſt ſepſibly Declining, and Diſorders and 
Confuſions abounding, in many parts, and yet do nothing 
in order to revive the une, or redreſs the other? Could 
we look back on former times, wherein, under the moſt 
Diſad vantageous Circumſtances, we were ſtill gainig 
ground, and not behold with ſhame how 7 
we were become in the Eves of our inſulting Adverſaries, 
even then, when we were by Divine Mercy bleſt with Li- 
berty and Peace for many Years? Could we be ſo Blind, 
as not to ſee to what Cauſes theſe Evils were principal- 
ly io be imputed ? Or to whom (next to God himſelf) 
we ſhould apply our ſelves for a Remedy? | | + +» 
Being moved therefore, Reverend Brethren, by. theſe. 
Conſiderations, we thought Our ſelves obliged humbly to 
expaſtulate with you.abaut theſe things; and to preſs you, 
with all the earneſtneſs, both to Revive the general Corre, 
21 8 ſpondence, 
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we 
wherein we expreſt out Thought rand Defireswith that Mo- 
deſty, which became' Us towards out worthy Brethren, 
and yet with that freedom and plainneſs, which our Rela- 
tion to Chriſt Jeſus, Our concern for Bis Church, and Our 
Ordination Vo, did both watt 5 ge us to do. 


Thie Our faixhful Admonition was hy Gof's Neffing ſo 
Effectual, that it ſpeedily awaken'd à great" number of 
you to conſult together about the Subject Matter of our 
Add reſs. Then yon agreed to revive your Weekly Meet- 
ings,” and to conſider What was further Expedient to be 
done for dur Common Welfare. Of which we receiv'd- 
an Account (as well as of the kind acceptance of dur 
Propoſals) by a Letter from the worthy Mr. 9 De 
ten Octob. 26th following, at your Requeſt. This pro- 
duc'd in us a grateful ſenſe of your Reſpects to us tiegein- 
expreſſed, and Thankfulneſs to God,; had vouchſafed 
. g N but ſincere Endeavours, with ſo great 
UCCEIS. #0190000; eme 
Not long after this (o. April 10th: 17) our Bre- 
thren, who met at Newberry, found it requiſite to put you 
in Mind again, by another Letter, of the general Corre- 
ſpondence, and with many cogentReaſons to quicken you 
toa Revival of it. No Anſwer being return'd hereunto, 
(whiclt ſeerned Strange and Unactoüntable) "thoſe Bre- 
thren however were trot ſo much diſcouraged, hut that they 
made another Attempt to awaken you in a Letter Date 
from Newberry Octob. gth following, to which we alſo ſub- 
feribed our concurrence Novem. 1 2th. and ſent it up to 
vou. But your ſelves beſt know what is the Reaſon, chat 
this Letter too remains unanſwered to this Day. - . 
Wie cannot, Dear Brerhren; Reflect on theſe things with- 
out many ſad Thoughts of heart, and fear leaſt tis inſen · 
ſibility forebode ſome impending judgments upon vs, how- 
ever, though we be caſt down; yet we are not in Deſpair, . 
for wWe have yet Tome hopes that God will at length hear 
our Prayers; and Bleſs our EndeavwDurs for his Church, and 
ONT B 3  Intereſ&: 
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late the matter a little with xo 


t hence, becauſe; they have been cloſely Cemented together 
an! £4 


n 3 
ns.; att chat Au will ing in Jom an 
r the Common Intereſt of Ghriltiabity; t a 


e „s the Apoſtle complaias (Phil. 2. 41.) 
Time, when too mamas the Apoſtle complaias (Phil. a. 
1 * own. thin 's, not the ching that are Jeſus: Chrifts. 


Bear with us therefore, we beſeech | you, whillt we ex 
Nas er eis 


I. Is. the Cauſe of Nenconformity '( which e have E- 


eue eder not? If not, Why do we not renonnte 
it7 If ie be, ie 

Decay? Can we be contented, that our Poſterity ſhould 
be abandoned to ſuch Impoſitions and Corruptions, both 
in Worſhip, and Diſcipline, as we cannot ſubmit; unto our 


can we be indifferent whether it Thrive or 


ſelves}, Are we, ſure we ſball/ always enjoy our preſent 


Proſperity, whilſt we make ſa little Proviſion for its Con- 
tinuance? Or is there nothing, that might be done ia Or- 
der for the ſecuring it? Or can you, Brethren, ſay ou 
have done ſufficient already in proportion to what jour Sta- 


tions and Intereſts in the City have given you, of greater 
Advantages than others to promote and propagate our 
Common Concerns ? y 2193071 

II. Are there not many of our Congregations Broken to 
pieces, or ſunk, for want of Miniſters to ſupply them? 
Are there not ſome ſupplied with ſuch, whoſe Weakneſs 
and Unfitneſs on many Accounts expoſes us to the ſcorn of 


7 


our Enemies, and Pizy of our Friends? And (as one cauſe 


of this) are there not many Clandeſtine Ordinations? Are 
not many Conniv'd at, who Preach for ſeyeral Years with - 
out being Ordain'd; whereby not only many know not how 
to diſtinguiſh between Miniſters regularly Ordain'd, and 
Gifted . Brethren? But the. Lord's Supper is-ſhamefully 
grown into diſuſe, to the Diſhonour of Chriſt, the Ruine of 
Souls, and our own. Reproach. 1G; 26160727 002 11221 zi 
III. Are we not more weak and inconſiderable now after 
14 Vears, Liberty than we were at firſt ? And has our La- 
berty then been well improv'd ? Are not ſeveral Parties 
in the Natlon that at firſt were ſmall, and deſpicable, now 
pecome Conſiderable and Numerous? And is it not from 


into 


. 
into one Body, and hat jaimtiy carried dn theit common 
Intereſt? And if we lad uſed the like Methods with pro- 
portionable Leal und Diligence, had we not greater ad- 

vantages of Improvement (both on the account of che Rea - 
foriableneſs of Our Principles andPraQices; as Well as on o- 
Ther: acoouα⁰,) thantanetbers hen appba toryour 
vnn Judginents. And ſhonld they a with more Prudence 
and Zeal in an evil Cauſe, thau we:ima od * ee 60 ꝰ | 
i; !IV-iDoyou''not think, that the Advancement of the 
Nonconformiſt Intereſt would mightily conduce to the 
Common Good of our Native Country ?; Would it ag 
tend to the Securing of the Proteſtant: Iutereſt more clie- 
Qually at Home, and to the Strengthening it morgabroad * | 
Would it not in time probably produce (what our deſpi- 
cable Condition hasſhitherto: in part hindered) ſome xea- 
ſonable Overtures towards an Accommodation of Diffe- 
rences between the to greateſt Parties in the Kingdom: 
Would not this, by the Union of ſo great a Number of 
the belt Chriſtians; be a likely means to put a Check: to 
the groming Infidelity, Prophaneneſs, and Immorality of 
the preſent Age? ho 20} VEE-PDING) 41 210m font? 
V. Is it a ſufficient Diſcharge of the Truſt committed to 
Us by Chriſt, to confine our Care of His Church to that 
ſmall part, to which we are ſpecially related ay Paſtors; 
and to take little or no Care what becomes bf the reſt; 
ad that when we have great Opportunities and Advan- 
tages of doing very much? Should not all. faithful Paſtors 
rather dotheir utmoſt, by their united Counſels and Endea · 
yours, for the Edification, Preſervation, and Proſperity of 
the whole Flock; ſo far as within their reach? Has your 
laying aſide your Weekly Meetings been conſiſtent with 
this Obligation ? De ee aj . 
VI. Was the general Correſpondence juſtly thought to 
be uſeful and neceſſary Four Years ſince? And are our 
Circumſtances ſo much altered for the better now, as to 
make it uſeleſs, and of no Neceſlity ? Are there not ma- 
ny Evils ry us ( beſides thoſe abovementioned ) 


which want a ſpeedy and effectual Remedy? And would 
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by you will raiſe the dxob 


Joe's own bc the 


SR 
got he Revival of that:'Cortefpancle: Ser b 
regillar J \confts and prud ent> Management f von 
Weekly' Aﬀendly, de tile moſt likely: 1 ee 
this amiſs ? en e 31153115 
Thus, — have with. that aps plain 
dealing, which becames us — —— Self 
our Thoughts about the preſeut ture of onr 2 
you may eaſily ſee hereby; what lie deſire uf yo 
Adjore you by the Lord Jeſus Chi; to aint 
all ſpeed, and fo carry on with Conſtancy and Zeal for. 
the Publick Good. Hereby you will 'reyive: the 
ing Intereſt of Holineſt and Concord amongſt us; - Heres 
Spirits of ns, and other of 
the Brethren 'tbroughont | ion;: Herehy i you will 
roture to your ſaves 2 — from all that count 
3 their cheif Joy. Laſthy, in doing this yon will 
joy the ſweeteſt ſerenity of your own Breaſts, and in 
2 Uſing Hour will reflect with Triumph upon your hear- 
if Endeavours to ſervd che Will of God in um Genera- 
tions, and to ſecure the Prue ion to vonn iFoſteri 
—— Much more we could fay, for our Hearts are 
But we will now ſay no more, mw plaialy told . 
our Minds, your own 4 — will ly f. what is 
further to de done to anſwer the Expectations of your Ber 
thren. We have done o Duwe leave the Iſſũe to Gad. 
With all Reſpects to you, orthy Brethren, ve cnnelude, 
heartily Commending you to the Divine Hleſſing and 
Guidance; that you may do that, which ſhall be for the Ho- 
nour of our Common Lord, the good of his 120 and 
22 por of 1 r 2 * 203 
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1 Herein l che ee me, and TM 


ing ta your Deſire do now communicate to you ſuch 
Remar upon it as 8 * Matter aatoraly ſug- 


geſted $5 4s LUI | 
Von w eaſily. obſerye, that L have not zun Ae 


15 25 nces, gary given m ſelf a: T 
ing ET Ie the foveral Olaples of ic, Benet he 
irl 25 allow of. For I think it no leſs Imprudent 

charge any Nen higher than plain Occa- 

ew * _ Wet] do ; becauſe laying on a greater Load 
than the mer will bear, takes off from the Weight of 

hat is juſtly laid upon it, and Weg anything is ſaid mere 
everely y#han the occaſion n give Will admit of, e ore: in: 

9 d $9 ü that the whole is aggravated, 4 go 

of the Buſineſs ſo byd, as ee 8 


The Intereſt of Trumh is always beſt ferv'd e 
pliciey. and Siggerity z, A fair r Repreſentations ike f ge 
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Dreſs, does beſt become Her ; and as ſhe needs no Co- 
fonrs to Tet Her off, f Subtilty to Tupport Her, ſo She 
always ſuffers when the Colours are diſcover'd t to be not 
her own, and when Craft is GREG in che * 
ment of her Cauſe. 

Theſe are the Reaſons 1 inqued me to 
you vu the following Remay rr $ mann er, Ne 10g 

t prejudice the Cauſe 1 woult ſerve; and that Imst 
: obſerve that Juſtice, which is due to the Words 
_— Actions of every Man, f in a 22 „ e of 
them. ire 

The Subſtance of the Lettter is an | Earneſt Requeſt of 
ſome Nonconforming Teachers in the Country, to their 
Brethren in chat chey wguld Heartily and Zea- 
louſly joyn togethir in the Promęting their Common In- 
tereſt : And alſo Expiſtulation wich | them aboyr their 
Coldneſs and Indifferetice in it. 

The Methods propos'd for carrying on their Cauſe, are 
a Revival, a Proje&, which is call'd an Excellent and No- 
ble project of a general Correſpondence : (Letter Page 1.) 
And the renewing their Web Meetings, both h wh 
had been diſcontinued: general Correſpond 
tirely; ei the Weekly Meetings in a great Feat wel. 
(Tet. Pa 

You Set through the whole courſe of the Letter, how 
Zreat a ſtreſs th upon theſe Two Points, and not 
oy ho Effeckual, ut alſo how ;6diſpeiiſebly gecenery 
to thats lutereſt they Efteem them, as if they Kew no o- 
ther Means ſuitable to that Important End: Yon will 9 


l 


_ ferve how from this Perſwaſion they have been frequen 


upon the ſame Subject, and have often exhorted their 259 
an Brethren to put theſe things ina vigorous Execution: 
And' you will alſo '6bſerfe ow backward their' London 
Brethren have been in COR lying with their Importunate 
Deſires, tho they were the firſt (L. P. 2.) Fo doe t of that 
Project, and the Perſons "who firſt pro it to their 
Brethren in the Countty. And ſo at firſt. you ba ng they were 
deni in their own Propoſalz but im a little time their Zeal 
7 * a > 


49). 
abated, the Correſpondence (L. P. 3.) dropt; and though 
the ee awaken'd e ec Bon fel 
back inte their former ſſumber. (L. P. 3.) 
This Remark will be vnderſtood, ſuppoſe, in favour of 
the London Teachers.and interpreted as an Argument of a 
mare Qyjet Spirit. And ſince they uy ſo particularly charg'd 
: th R n n theſe great Points, To 
far as .t 
{keemed towards Us Peateable, and Moderate, For | think 


have beeg.Remiſs, ſo far they ought to be E- 
it too Rigid to enquire upon what Principles they are ſo, 
and though few will believe it is out of Good Will to 
Us, yet. it may perhaps be altow'd. to proceed from Pru- 
dential Confiderations with Reference to themſelves. - But 
whateyer is the Cauſe, I take it to 'be 4 very'Equitable 
Rule to paſs the beſt Conſtruction upon every Action, 
and to allow it its juſt Commendation, as it outwardly 
appears, when we are ignorant of the Principles from 
Bit after this alowitice you muſt heckffarily take notice, 
How Warm and Zealbus their Brethreii in the Countr 
are: How Actite and Indefstigable in carrying on, 44 
ſupporting, and ſtrengthening their Intereſt throughout 
OO Sgt, ery Shim TTT 6 5 
© Now this will more evidently appear from the ſeveral 
Heads of their Expoſtulation with theit London Brethren. 
I. The firſt Head is put in form of a Dilemma, and the 
Iſſue of it is this. That i the Cauſe of Nonconformity be not 
Good, they ought to renounce it; but if it be good, they ought 
Vigorouſly to promote ity and not be cold, and indifferent in it. 
(Let. Pag. 3.) Now upon ſuppoſition of the goodneſs of 
their Auſe, they propoſe this Material Qneſtion. 
Can we be contented our Poſterity ſhould be abandon'd to 
fuch Impo ſitions and Corruptions, both in Worfhig and Diſci- 
pline, as we can't ſubmit untoour ſelves? Which is as much 
as to ſay, that they ought not to be ſo contented, and if 
reſolv'd into a Propoſition, imports, a plain Negative, by 
changing the Notes of Interrogation into a direct Nega- 
tion. Which is an Obſervation — will once for all car- 
ry 
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1 b 
ry through all their Queſtions, which being put with a 
Negative, always imply BE Affirmative, and without a Par- 
ticle of Negation in them always imply the Negative. 


In this Argument, which they uſe with their London 


Brethren, are ſeveral 1 525 Remarkable. 


I. An Entire and full Perfwaſlon, that themſelves hape 
no Corruptions or ſinful Impoſitions, either in Worthip 


or Diſaphline., 


II. That it 


os 4. 4 1 eee e. 1h 
is abſolutely Unlawful, to. comply. with our 


Worſhip and. Diſcipline. 


III. And that it is incumbent on their Conſciences, to 
ſecure their Poſterity from a Compliance with them,. 


I. They mult ſyppoſe their own, Worſhip and Diſcipline 


to be entirely free from Corruption, or their Argument 


would not be good in reſpect of Ours, . For it mult be as 


much duty to ſecure their Poſterity from Corruption among 
themſelves, as it can be to guard them againſt it with re- 
ſpect to us. a ee 29? rite 

Now ſuch an Aſſurance as to themſelves is not to be ta- 
ken up, but upon a ſincere reflection on their own Wor- 
ſhipa nd Diſcipline, and the moſt, Mature deliberation 
whether in all Points they be really free from Corrupti- 


on. And conſidering, that there is hardly one Inſtance 


either in their Worſhip or Diſcipline, but what is juſtly 
controverted, and in many particulars prov'd to have no 
Foundation in Scripture, or in Antiquity . conſonant. to 
Scripture ; they ought certainly to be more Modeſt in 
their Opinions, and not pronounce themſelves in the Right, 


when to any indifferent Perſon there is ſo great an Ap- 


pearance, and to Us, who can examine things to the bot- 
tom, ſo plain a. Demonſtration, that they. are in the 


I ſhall only mention their Ordinations, on the Validity 
of which the regularity both of their Worſhip. and Diſci- 
pline depends. 


Lp to that Point therefore the Caſe ſtands fairly. 
us. 1 


We 


( 11) 3 
„We fay, that for 1500 Years together, the Church knew 
none but Epiſcopal Ordinations. This we Appeal to as a 
matter of Fact not to be contradicted. Now in this Caſe 
the Scriptures can do our Adverſaries no ſervice, becauſe 
Apoſtolical Practice is ſo rigid an Interpretation of them, 
that 1 Man can bend them to any, other ſence, than that 
impoſes on them, For if the Apoſtles, according to their 
Commiſſion and Authority ,xeceiv'd from Chriſt, did from 
the firſt. reſerye the Power of Ordination to themſelves ; 
and if. afterwards, upon the Encreaſe of Chriſtianity, and 
the multiplying of Churches, they conſecrated particular 
Perſons to Ordain Elders in them: And it it can be 
ſhewed that this Practice continued Univerſally in the 
Catholick Church for 1 500 Vears; if the Succeſſion in ſe- 
veral Churches is Recorded, and we can tell who ſucceed- 
ed in ſeveral after the Apoſtles and their immediate Suc- 
ceſſors; in ſhort, if in all Ages from the Apoſtles we 
find Biſhops originally Empower'd by the Apoſtles in 
the Government of all Churches, ſuperior to. Presbyters, 
and Exerciſing direct Authority over them; and if in no 
Age till the Beginning of the 16th Century we find Epiſ- 
copal Government laid aſide in any Churches, then it is 
lain, that 8 Names of Biſhops and Pres- 
1 ters can be of no uſe, becauſe they were more ſubſtanti- 
ally diſtinguiſn'd in Office and Juriſdiction. 
or can it be of any Moment to produce ſome few In- 
ſtances of Presbyterial Ordinations in ſo long a Tract of 
Time ; becauſe they are in all Reaſon rather tobe look'd 
upon, as Violations of the Churches Rule, than Precedents 
fit to be followed by ſucceeding Ages. 

So that from hence it will follow from the whole, that 
the Nonconforming Teachers among us, lye under two 
Inſuperable Difficulties. 1 ens 1121 

1. They have no ground in Scripture for the Validity 
; pa Ordinations, conſidered as Presbyterial in ge- 
nal. Ther, 4-57 
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ol They: Rav much. leſs Warrant for them, e guter a 


| deli Min many} Inſtances from perſons, e 
any Hand had any Ordination themſelßes. 


Now from bend it will follow furtber 
1. That their Ordinations are a 1. 5 Corruption 
of Primitive Practice, and, if it b be neceſſary do opfer xe 
e Uſage; not” Valid! |: LO 

„That this derives | an Irre ect pon their Wos. 
ſkip and Diſcipline; Tak diffuſes © Corruption thro? the 
whole. For whenthe Fountain is Corrupted, the Streams 


that flow from it muſt be ſo too. 


Here perhaps it may be imagin'd; that they will advance 
the Plea of the Reform d: Chutches abroad, and urge Ne- 
eeſſity for running into this Way. 


But in this caſe they a are wholly precluded, 2nd have no 
Title to that Plea. 


. For, firſt, they chuſe this way as moſt regular, and 
muſt therefore acknowledge themſelves out of the right 
Courſe , before they can make any Apology for being'in 
the! Wrong. 4 anne 

D Nor, Secondly, ie there any Proportion bergen the 
Eotrijttions pretended'in our Worſhip, and thoſe thatare 
really in the Church of Rome, from which the Reformed 
Churches and our ſelves ſeparated ; and therefore the Plea 
of Neceſſity is ill offet d by chem, even with general] Re- 
ſpeckto their Separation from us. 

And this will“ be 'evident if we cal der the £666 


thing Remarkable in the Argument they uſe, / "and 


_ 18, 

A full per fraſion that it ts abſolutely Unlawful 
be ceth ly with öüur Worſhip and Diſciplinę.“ 

This alſo they muſt ſuppoſe, ot their eee 


from that Care they ought to have of theft Poſterity, in 


ſecuring them from the Corruptions they believe among 
us, would be of no force at all. They can't abandon 
their Poſterity to ſuch Impoſitions and Corruptions, both 
in Worſhip and Diſcipline, as they can't ſubmit unto 
Wemſelves. Now tis an abſolute Perſwaſion of Sin in 


our 
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our. * watts and Piſcipſpe which. is the Reaſonithi7 


Aire fibrit onto them f. Welle their Separation could 


have. no prerefice : Abd it is from this Abſolute Perfivaſi- 
on which themſelves have, that they think themſelves ſo 
ſtrictiy oblig d to ſecure their Poſterity.' ' - 
Now I ſhall grant, that ſuch a. Perſwaſion may” bens 
Reaſon for their own Separation. COLUSA Y F 

But k cannot grant, that ſocha Herfnaſion asien = 
Obligation on them with Reſpecr to their Children in 
this Matter: 

Becauſe, nothing Iſs than a clear Evidence, ( which 1 
ſhall ſhew is impoſſible to be had) that the Terms of our 
Communion are unlawful, and directly ſinful; can juſtify 
them to themſelves. in Educgting their Children i in a Nen 
tinual Separation from the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 

For if their Perſwaſion of the Corruptions in our Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline, be no more than ſcruple, that can 
only affect themſelves, and can never lay an Obligation 
on them to Propagate it to others. He that is only Scru- 
pulqus, dares: nqt Indeed to do the thing he Scruples, but 
Then, he wilt never condemn in another, what bes Scruples 
in himſelf ; for Seruples riſe from Weakneſs and a Ten- 
derneſs of Conſcience, and thoſe that have them therefore, 
may very well ſuppoſe, that their Brother's Conſcience is 
better inform'd, and allows of thoſe Actions, concerning 
which they doubt. They may believe an Action to be Law- 
ful, which to them has another Appearance, and therefore 
they may permit that in another, which they cannot in 
themſelves. From whence it follows, that not Scruples, 
but a full Evidence of the Sinfulneſs of holding Communi- 
on with us, can juſtify the Presbyterians, and acquit them 
to their own Conſciences, in bringing up their Children 
In the Principles of Separation- Now Evidence and 
Scruple about the ſame thing, are Incompatible: a con- 
tradition in Terms, and Impoſlible; ſo that wherever 
there can be prov'd a Deficiency of Evidence concerning 
any matter of Conſcience, there the Perſon who is thus 
deficient 1 in his Proof, can be no more chan Scrupulous i 15 

the 
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the Paint, if de will isct in Proportion to his Eyidence, or 
elſe he muſt fall under a worſè Character, than that of be- 
ing Scrupulous, if he will act with all the. . 10 0 
Knowledge upon inſufficient grounds. So that thoup| 
nothing leſs than a full Evidence, that the, Terms of our 
Communion are Sinful, will juſtify the Presbyterians Pra- 
ctice in the Education of their Children; yet this, when 
truly conſider'd, will be found, whenever pretended. to, 
- an inſufficient Plea, becauſe it is impoſſible they ſhould 
have ſo clear an Evidence of the ſinfulneſs of our Com- 
munion, as will juſtify their continuing the Separation to 
Poſteritx. To er OT We 
For as to the Diſcipline of our Church, they muſt prove 
its Government on which the Diſcipline depends, as they 
formerly term'd it, Antichriſtian; which is a Task, I ſup- 
poſe, they will not very readily undertake. 3 


And as for our Worſhip, they muſt point out what they 


call Corruptions, and ſuch Impoſitions in it, as them- 
ſelves can't ſubmit. unto ; and when they have done this, 
they muſt prove that no Man with a good Conſcience can 
ſubmit unto them. For if they may be ſubmitted to by any 
Perſons, and if thoſe ſhall be guilty of no Sin by their ſub- 
miſſion, then the utmoſt Perſwaſron others can have of 
the Unlawfulneſs of them, can only concern themſelves, 
but can lay no obligation on them with Reſpect to their 
Children, but that, which it moſt ſtrictly does, of bring- 
ing them up in full Communion , with the Eſtabliſh'd 

It will be proper therefore to conſider the principal 
Points objected againſt in our Worſhip ; but becauſe it will 
be too tedions to run thro* all; I ſhall confine to thoſe 
againſt which the . greateſt Exceptions have been taken, 
and they are the Croſs in Baptiſm, and the Kneeling ac 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

But when the Croſs is declared not Eſſential to Baptiſm, 
and the Reaſon of its uſe fully ſet forth in the uſing of it, 
we muſt certainly conclude, that whatever Apprehenſions 
ſome Perſons 'may have of it, others may lawiully uſe 1 


an 


. 
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| 1dolatry, it may be ſubmitted to without Sin; and there 
fore thoſe only are oblig'd to abſtain, who think they 
+ mult be guilty of Idolatry in complying with it; but o- 
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} of every thing elſe, which they except againſt! 
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(15) 
and Parents ſuffer the Sigi of it upon their Children; with- 
but aaf Note of oper ffftſfon. 
And for Kneeling at the Sacrament, after our Church 
has taken ſuch Care to prevent and remove all Scruples 
from the moſt tender Conſciences in fo full a Declaration, 


that no be big! is intended to be paid to the Bread and 


Wine, after ſie as expreſled her ſelf fo directly againſt 
Tranſubſtantiation, and ſo openly profeſſed that the Ele- 
ments are not changed by being Conſecrated, it ſhould 
ſeem not only Unreaſonable, but highly Immodeſt, ſtill to 
charge her with Idolatry after ſo ample ſatisfacrion in the 


Point. 


But When all is done, if it be allow u that che Mem- 
bers of our Church may receive the Bread - and Wine 
EKcneeling, without paying any Adoration to them, then it 


mult be al low'd, that they may receive them Kneeling 
without Idolatry; and certainly there is no. Neceſſity 


laid upon any one to Adore the Bread and Wine, When 


he receives them IG (HEN BR 07 SALT 
If this Rite therefore may be comply'd with without 


2 thers are wholly. unconcern'd with their Perſwaſtons, nor 


can their Conſciences reproach them for doing what ano- 


} ther thinks Uhlawful to be done. The ſame may be fad 


And now, unleſs they can prove that no Man can uſe. 


that thin lawfully, which they think unlawful, as in the 


Cafe of the Croſs, and Kneeling at the Sacrament, un- 


. leſs they can prove that Point, they can never he under 
any Obligation of ſecuring their Poſterity againſt what 
they call Corruptions, and fuch Impoſitions, as themſelves 

can't ſubmit unto. | *2 


Now. this is a Point impoſſible to be prov'd. Becauſe. 


tis telling me, I am Guilty of Idolatry ſuppoſe; when I, 
who beſt know my own Conſcience, can more aſſuredly 


tell ſuch a one that Iam not- *Tis telling the . 
I | f | ; C 


16136, 

- ſhe gequirts; Adoration. of the Bread, and Wine, whey { 
has expreſly declared fhe does not ; Aud tis te ing her 
Members that they do adore them, When) rheyſblemnly 
profeſs that they do not. e 


9 


CY 
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„To conclude this Head, therefere. Let it once for all 


he conſidered o that themſelves, have,: ackno 


1414 


we ledged, Ex. 
b. and, thgreigre, Shen 959; 
far from being oblig/d..to Propagats, : the .. Separation, 
that they are as ſolemnly bound, às they can be ta,any 
Duty, plainly to tell their People, that they ought, to Con- 
-form, to Leave their ſeparate Congregations, and attend 
conſtantly .upon the Churcg. 2304 
Hl. And now as tothe Third thing Remarkable in their 
Argnmentsjand:the v a. n e B51 [7 mo to 2190 
That it is 4ncumbent on, their onſciences to ſecure 
their Foſterity from a compliance with our Worſhip and 
„ 0000 ne Ol re, 
I think I may, from what has been. ſaid, make a direct 
Inference to the contrary. That ae in Con- 


ſcience to let their Children grow up in that. g munion, 


which xhey can't ſubmit unto themfelyss.. For, as it has 
been prov d, the Corruptions and Impoſitions:conceiv'd 
in our Worſhip and Diſcipline, can affect them only, who 


are ſo: perſwaded of them, but can be of ng concernment | * 
to others, Who are fatisfied in their Con diencgs about 4 


them: An Action is not to me leſs lawful, becauſe ang. 
ther condemps. it, and the Children may ingocently do 
thoſe things, which their Parents thought umlawful to 
done. | 15 Tags 


on the Reſt. Aoi th . 3 ee 
The next Queſtion they ask their Brethren, is, whether 
they are ſure they ſhall always enjoy (Let. Pag. 4) their 
Sar. 7. tid”. - 5 
By the Date of the Letter, you ſee, it was writ; in the 


1 


leſe of King Wilam's.Reign. of Glorious Memory: Ang 
1 would obſerve, that there. 1s nothing in inne Queſtion, 4 
"at * kd $379 % wade 484 os * a ut 3 | 
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As to the Remaining part of this Expoſtulation, 1 mall ; 
briefly run it oyer, and be alſo as ſhort, as poſſible up- 
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but a general doudt bf their Proſpetity with wy AQ ts 
e Humane A ﬀairs, nothing chat 
lay. be interpreted as 4 deubt öf their Nor 115 5 


ter his deceaſe. For it was writ but Four Days before” 
the King died, and they could not at that time be igno-. 
rant of the great Declenſion of his Health, yer” ye. th 


not find wy bag OT. it. * 10 1 
But ãnoAnſwer to their * they wil ake 
Ae ch do moſt ſincerely offer chem, as 9828 1 
ble at all times; the beſt way * their preſent 
Proſperity (for it is {till contĩũued to them) is to 4 5 
and Peaceable, under the TLoleration they enjoy; and 1 
hope they always will- enjoy * les long as there | is a Diſſen- 
ter left among us . 
For if they place eheit Proſperity in the Taler ration the 
Lavs have given they need never feat thediſcon- 
tinuance of it, while they ſo behave themſelves, as that the 
—— and Eſtabliſhment of the Nation, ſhall not be endan- 


er'd by the Liberties they may e allow themſelves under 
the ſhelter: of that Protection. 

But if they place their Proſperity/in-their Niahbrs' 
and imeaſnre it by lie ſtrength and greatnefs of their 
Party, think them much miſtaken in their Politicks; and 
what they imagine will be for their Advancement, may 
prove the occaſion of their Fall. And the Nation may at 
the-laſt be throvghly: awakem d, and take fuch' Meaſures 
with them, as may make them ſenſible; that tho” the Go- 
vernment Tolerates them, it does riot intend to Eſtabliſh 
them, but expects they odd be contented and thankful 


to enjoy their Toleration without endangering the Elta- 
bliſh'd Church. 


So that the next Queſtions, will be wholly needle 5 0 
this Head, and they Will rather ſee oceafron to com 
the Prudence, than blame the Remilnels of- their London 
Brethren!) v9 hb! er Io 19 5 2992 1 Sv + 

II. The Second Head of Þxpoſtulation celites to the 
breaking their Congregations for want of Teachers: TV 
tlie Weakneſs of ſome of their Teachers: To clandeſtine 


D Ordi- 


(a9 
Ordinations: And to: meny: who; Preach: to ſome Con- 


tions for ſeveral Yeats | without being Ordain'd; 
Ch occaſions. the diſuſe of the r a de Lord's 


Supper among them, bf | 

heſe being matters which relate wholly w thanſetyes, 
1 fhall ay but little n cel abel 
of Ord . would obſerye.z.* 

2. That we belieye thoſe who are Ordain d among them. 


thorized to-their Office. - 

2. That they conaive at Gifted Brethren Preaching it 
their Congregations, and that it ſeems, in ſach Num 
as the Letter tells in this Head of Expoſtulation, tis ha 
to know thoſe who are regularly Ordain d, from Gifted 
Brethren. Now this is ſo manifeſt a Corruption both in 
Worſhip and Diſcipline, as they ſhall never: be able to 
object to us. 

3. I would obſerve, that. departing from Apoſtolical 
Practice in one Point, makes them alſo tranſgreit in many 
others: The want of Teachers makes Rbom for gifted Bre- 
thren, and gifted Brethren occaſtons other diſorders but 
might not this want of Teachers be ſupplied, if their Des- 
cous were Ordain d to their Primitive Office of Ba 
and Preaching ? And tho? we ſhonld not think theit Ordi- 
nation Valid, yet. they who believe they have power to 
2 les did, yy tae ——— by 

id, or oſe an ain 

Apoſtles. Which is ſuch another Corruption, acer 
{hall never And in the Church of England. 
IH. To their Third head of 
ſomething more. The ſubje& matter of which is. 
x. That they are 2 weaker by Fourtcen Years Li- 


1 1 That 8 Sekts, once mall * deſpicable, are * 
grown Numerous and Conſiderable, by being unani- 


enen eee 0 on mou common e 
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and thoſe who. Preach without Ordination, ure equally Au- ord 


Expoſtulation, I ſhalt foy 


henry: N. io their. neglect, in not ro 
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; Cag,) 
That the Pepabyterians, by: 960g the ſame methods, 


eater. Adv of imprevi ir Intereſt, 
an lg account of the reaſonable r: their e 
and. Practices, as well as on other foe 
e hi on bog ov conclude that Head, with asking, w 
een Wo ere aud ae 
a Coed 11 1599. n 181 ic 28 
1 the; Firſt: I am n0.campetent-uds 
they are grown weaker or tro nger lince the oleratine.: 
I do not in the leaſt repine at the liberty which for ſo many 
2 have enjoyed, and ſhall always give my Voice 
r © the coptionance of it, as long as there remains a ſcru- 


pulous Conſcience in the N But then I'cannot think 
it reaſonable, a Toleratian,: uld. be allow'd.to any thing 
but what. is purely matter of enge, not to any Pra- 


ices of improying their Intereſt t, and Propagating their 
A ; ſor this I have prov d they can he under no 

gation to do evan with reſpect zo cheir en who 
are indifferent to any Communion, much leſs in reſpec 
of our Members, to draw them off fram us, who are alrea- 
dy ſettled in our Church. But certainly as our Laws have 
provided againſt the ſeducing our Members to Popery, ſo 
as long as we are ſo fully ſatisfied of the lawfulneſs, and 
in ſome Points of the abſolute neceſſity of our preſent 
| Worſhip and Diſcipline, we 8 52 very reaſonably ex» 
* pe that ſome proviſion be made againſt ſeducing 
| * Members to ſeparate Congregations: Not in the ſame 
* Way. God forbid ſhould have ſach a thought, but ſure it 
can't be thought unreaſonable that ſome Moderation be 
given to ſuch a Practice, whoſe conſequences muſt be per- 
nicious, and which can never make any pretence * 
Conſcience or Toleration. 

2. As for other Sects being grown Conſiderable 
muſt remember, that themſelves * from as <1 
ginnings as Wy, ang nothing ſo much contributed to - 
Riſe and Progr 0 ae eee 08 £00. —— 
ſeparation of che presbyterians from us, and th 

ars and Diſtractions, Jos x under a Fefe, 

2 a 


they 


5 { G20 * NY 
and after wards under an Independent Soverimeut, onilti- 
plied them 'fo fatally upon us: Bur no for man) Years 
they have moſt of them been at a ſtand; and He had no re- 
gain d from one another: They have made nd Prpſelytes 
conſiderable either for Number or Quality front our 


markable Acceſſions, but what they may have ſeverally 


Church; but as far as ever I could obſerve one Sect hat 
generally procreated another, and their reſpective Encreaſe 


and Diminution have been confin'd within themſelves. So 
that how induſtrious ſoever any Sect may be in ad van- 
cing its particular Intereſt, we look upon that only, as we 
do on the acquiſitions of the Sea, ieh always Joſes in one 
place, what it gains. in another. 11 nt 2 L 3 Aon ene 
But the Presbyterians which we account the Sekt that 
moſt immediately ſeparates from us, we look upon with 
another Eye: And in the caſe of Separation, it is obſerya- 
ble, that the Controverſy for the moſt part has been ma- 
nag d with them alone. For thoſe, who fall*off from our 
Church, generally fall off firſt to them, tho afterwards, 
Uke Meat, they go down into the Belly, only like that are 


not caſt out into the draught, but ſeparated by the various 


Meanders and Windings, the intricate Errors through 
which they paſs into the ſeveral Humours, that compoſe 
the other Sects. Sinee therefore the firſt deviation from 
our Church, is firſt made to the Presbyterians, we have 


reaſon, when they talk of being Induſtrious and Zealous 


in promoting their common Intereſt, to think our ſelves 
more nearly touch'd; not that it is the goodneſs of their 


Cauſe which we think endangers vs. (For with a general re- 


fpect to the Church, the cauſe of all Separatiſts is alike) but 
they ſeem nearer to the Church in Faith, than others, unleſs 


the Independents may be excepted, and People who do 


not underſtand the great Obligation that lies upon them 
to preſerve the Peace and Unity of the Church, are eafily 
ſeduc'd thereby; eſpecially when *tis ſpeciouſly repreſent- 
ed to them, that the Faith profeſſed is the ſame, but the 
Worſhip ' much more pure, and the Preaching _ 
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sv eng ac "Eliffing in the Comventicle than in 
che Uhureh* . ft aintig age 
3. The Advantages the Presbyterians may think they: 
have above others, upon the account of the Reafonable- 
neſs of their Principles and Practices, will prove a pre- 
carions” ſüppoſition. For as to their Practices, ſhould: 
they be 25 induſtrious, as they 1 the other Sects are, in pro- 
moting their common Intereſt, wherein, I pray, would 
their Practices be more reaſonable, than thoſe of! others? 
And as for their Principles, in all ſuch Points as they differ 
in from us, they are as diametrically oppoſite to us, as 
any other Sect can be. In matters of Faith, they ſay, they 
agree with us, and are ſo far guilty of many fewer Abſur- 
dities, than the wilder Separdtiſts. But in other Points 
they are as unreaſonable, and indeed more unreaſonable 
in ſeparating from us than others, becauſe a Pretence of 
Faith is always a better Reaſon for ſeparation, than any: 
that can be alledg d from the Worſhip! and Diſcipline of 
our Church tn on PST Pim ons taff 
So that upon the whole, I Ke no Advantage the tiave; 

but their agreement in Faith with us, and that Ad vantage can 
never be made uſe of; but the unreaſonableneſs of their 
Practices, will contradict the reaſonableneſs of their Prin- 
ciples; but as to the real Service the reaſonableneſs -of - 
their Practices and Principles may do them, | have alreatty; 
ſpoken to it in allowing, that an agreement with us in 
Faith is a great ſnare to thoſe, who do not rightly appre- 
hend the great obligation they are under, to maintain the 
Peace and Unity of the Church. 0 2393330 7 

I might have treated their Principles and Practices ia a- 
nother way, and have obſerved to you hat their Prin- 
ciples are, and what their Practices; but I am ſatisfied to 
have examin'd them only with relation to their ſepatating 
from us; and if I have not made them appear unreaſona- 
ble, tis an eaſy matter to do it beyond Contradiction: 
Enough I hope has been ſaid, and I am not willing to be 
gon 5 in my Remarks, than impartiality requjres me 
be e | 


— 
A 


(a) 
-1 ſhaltonly ſay a Word to the Queſtion they ask, whe- 


ther others ſhould be more Prudent and xealons in 
Evil cauſe, than they in a Good? That they ovght to 
be well aſſured of the Goodneſs of 1 Cauſe. Its being 
Old; is no Argument on their ſide, and When they 


havedwn'd Lay-Communionlewful,ewill be hard: 55 them 
to reconcile the Goodneſs pf: our Cauſe, and their, on at. 


the fame time; but for a fuller Anſwer: bo this I refer: vou 
to what I have ſaid under the firſt: Head of Expoſtulation, 
and from thence, and ſeveral other Paſſages, it will appear, 
that they are requir'd neither to be Prudent nor Zealous 
in carrying on their Cauſe. 

IV. Tbe Fourth: Head of Expoltulation I ſhall take e jſt 
as the ſeveral Queries lie before me. * 

I be firſt is very extraordinary. 
I. Do not you think the Advancement of the FO RIS 
Intereſt would mightily conduxt fo eee of our 
= Country? (It. Pag. 5. 

Here one might be tem pted to ask ſeveral Queſtions, 
but I demand only, 

1. What is there in Nonconſorwity more than in the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, that has fo ſure an Influence on the 
common Good of Eneland? 

2. When the — Intereſt was prevalent, 
did it then f mightily conduce tour unt common 

" becauſe the Queſtion fen to be very curious, we 
mali be glad to know in what Particulars the advance» 
ment of the Nonconforming Intereſt would be Effectual to 
0 1 End. 

. They ask, whether the 1 that Intereſt 
a not tend to abe the Proteſtant Intereſt more 
at Home, to the ſtrengthening it more Abroad? 

1. But with reſpect to the Proteſtant Intereſt abroad, let 
them mom why the Church of England is not as ſtrong 
a ſupport to it, as they can reren ro be. 
. in'the Reign of the late King 3 when Popery, 
like a Torrent, was ruſhing in upon us, who then Een 
oun 
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found ths beſt ſecurity. of the d latereſi at Howe? 
855 who mare vigoroufly-Stema'd che Tide, they, or the 
vines of the Church o England? o bas 211122 Fro 
And I caanot help obſerving upon this occaſion the 
t  unreaſonableneſs of the Nonconformiſts, in repre · 
ting Dangers of Popery from our Quarters, when we 
have given them ſo full a Demonſtration of our diſtance 
from it, and zeal againſt it: A Teal that did not ſpend it 
ſelf in vain and Idle exclamations, hut in a ſubſtantial Re- 
futation of Popiſh Errors, and a Conſtancy not to be ſha- 
ken by all the Threats or Favours of a Crown. For cer- 
tainly our Divines did then put their Lives in their Hands, 
they ſtood manfully in the Gap, when among all our Diſ- 
ſenters, ſcarce; more than one was found of Courage and 
Honeſty enough to engage in ſuch à Cauſe: That Cauſe 
moſt aſſuredly was good. Why did not their Conſcien- 
ces oblige them then to appear in its defence, chen to be 
concern d for their Paſterity, then to ſecure them from ſo ma- 
nifeſt Corruption, ſuch intolerable 1mpoſirions, as were 
then ready to be laid upon temen 
Such ſupporters were they in thoſe Times of the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt both at Home and Abroad. 


Thus when our Church was Exterminated as Po im and 
Autichriſtian, when ber Sons were depriv'd, and Impri- 
ſond, or ſcatter d abroad ; upon the ſame pretence, enen 


then did the Epiſcopal Divines conftont the Romiſh 


- 


Arines, and with unayſwerable Learn ; oppor rt.the Re- 
form'd Religions They. converted thoſe wh yy been 
brought up in the Church of Rome: They rais d the laps d, 
and confirm'd the wavering, white their, Adverſaries were 
ſlent in the Canſe ; while they neglected Popery, un- 
gueſtionably ſuch, and exclaun'd againſt. it there 75 
where it was not to be found. (See Biſhop  Audenſon's firſt 
Prefase to his Sermons Set. 17.) 2911534: 91503 3613-08 
Even to this Day let them produce the Volumes 
they have writ in defence of the Faith which they profeſs: 
Let them produce their Volumes e dolarty ang Su. 
perſtition flagrant in the Church of Rome: Let them tell 
the Nation what they have done againſt the common Ene- 
| my. 
; 


| 
( 
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' From hence let Am learn what weak Supports they 
have been, even when they had: overthrown the P 
imagin'd"in the Church of England, and triumph'd in its 
Rufnes. Let them Temember, they have always declin d 
the Combat with the proper Enemy: They © have werk 
ned the Proteſtant 3 by their unreaſonable Dirinons, 


they neyer ſtrengthen' d it by their Writngs. 


3. I come now to their third Queſtion, where they 


myſt pardon me if 1 deal-plairfly and freely with them, 


and ſay anything upon it hich they will not be pleavd 


to hear; themſelves have given me moſt Juſt Occaſi 


1 
the moſt impartial - Remarks: and to ſet their 


Poſes in ſuch a light, as themſelves have diſclos d them in. 


The Queſtion runs tlus : World not It (the Advancement 


cable Condition has hitherto in part hinder ) ſome renſohable 


Overtures towards an a e es of Differences ee 
the" iwo groateft” Parties in the Kingdom ? Let. P. 5. 
Here I would obſerve, that how ineonſiderable ind: Ok | 


ſoever they have, in ſeveral parts of: this Letter ,repreſen- 


ted themſelves; Jet eren bere, where they mention their 
deſpicabie Condi 


th aire Parties kn this Rlogdom 1 263 00D ert 


tion, they dwn themſelves Oe of the Fwo 


would-obſerye further, That it is very improper to 

call An Eftabliſt'd Church a party: For Party, in the Pro- 

Font ety of the Word in all Languages, implies Faction; and 

1 can 845 A be i bog dag — n . 25 
n at n quietly and -peaceably ſettled 

BE u any 'Country, | LE" rr an eKntal: Part of 
8 Conſtithtions | anot 3d 0 20 2. 30 9: 

So. that theſe Names of DiſtinAion; rhat bereween i 


infidionſly thrown upon us, are wholly impertinent with 


188 general Reference to the Church; and no further to be 
ted for, than it can be ſhow'd, that a hers 
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of the; Chyrchdo under her Name carry on deſigus, hich 
neither weden nor Practices allow! of. And of 


this I have never ſeen any other proof, with'a general re: 
ſpect to the Church, but Calumny: as to ſome hot Spi- 
Tits among us, it will be hard meaſure to make the Church 
accountable, either for their ſhameful rudeneſs and diſre- 
ſpect to Government on the one hand, or their Intempe- 
rate ungovern'd Zeal on the other. 

But it the Church muſt be called a Party, becauſe ſhe is 
willi ng to maintain her Eſtabliſhmeat, and not recede from 
a Conſtitution ſo excellently temper'd, in Faith ſo Ortho- 
dox, and in Worſhip and Diſcipline ſo Primitive and A- 
poſtolical; then ſhe. muſt be contented to bear the Name, 
rather than by throwing down her Fences and opening 
her Encloſures, by breaking up her Mounds, and diſman- 
tling her Strength, to let in upon her ſelf thoſe Troops of 
Error, Hereſie, and Confuſion, which like the barbarous 
Inundations of the old Northern People, would ſuddenly 
overwhelm her. 0 46H 077 | rented er us 515 
I come now to the matter of the Queſtion, which, with- 
ouh GORGE any wrong, may, I hope, be reſolv'd in- 
to this: i 

That their deſire is to grow ſo -Confiderable, that ſome 

reaſonable Overtures may be made on our Parts towards 
an accommodation with them. N pf 

But they would do well to conſider, that from a-pecu- 
| liar fondneſs for themſelves, and their own Opinions, 
Mien are not always competent Judges of what is Reaſo- 
nable or Unreaſonable: Here we have a plain declaration 
of their ſenſe, and it ſtands Recorded by the uninter- 
rupted continuance of the Separation, that in all Over- 
tures, which have hitherto been made, they have always 
gone away diſlatisfied with the Offers made them: 
From whence we may conclude, that all ſteps formerly 
taken towards an Accommodation with them, would be in 
vain repeated. Ki i 509 Ai 25v- 
When People are unreaſonable in their demands, it is 
no wonder they are not e. And if this Chun 
22 Shes g 'm 


ſpeet, and 
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wall be cenfur's' as an Enemy to Peace, and Hard to Tender 
Conſtiences, becauſe ſhe can't make 'Conceflions deftru- 
ctive of her ſelf, upon any Argument for the 1 
of others; let thoſe who . her, rather reflect 
themſelves, and remember, that reaſonable Overtures will 
never ſatisfie. unreaſonable Expectations 


As far as ever I could fee into the Pretenfions of the 
Nonconformiſts, and underſtand the main Articles they 


uir'd, as Conditions of their conforming, I found them 
ſuch as were utterly inconſiſtent with the very Peing of 
our Church as Apoſtolical in its Government, at once de- 
ſtroying the great diſtinction of Orders in it, and — 
the Governours of it, of that Power which 'the Bi 
the Church have ever elaim'd and exercis d from the Apo- 
ſtles Days even down to the prefent Times. I do not by 
this intend any more than that the Biſhops by the 
Word of God have Authority to bear Rule in his Church, 
ro determine of things undetermin'd by the Scripture, 
for the well ordering and benefit of the Church ; and that 
they have a direct Superiority to Presbyters, as an Order 
diſtinct from them, and phe'd in the Apoſtles Room a- 
bove them. 
Now in all the Treaties that have been beiden us, 
upon the Subject of Accommodation, they have always in- 


ſiſted on a reduction of Epiſcopacy, 'by A. Bp, Uſher”s 
Model, which Model, had it left Epiſcopacy in its Inſti- 


tution, might have met with a readier Compliance in the 


manner propos for the exerciſe of Epiſcopal Juriſdiction. 
But when the Order is levell'd, and the Biſhop only a 
FPresbyter in Precedency, a further Progreſs towards Con- 
cord would be in vain; unlefs we would yeild our Biſhops 
to he no pl oy than Presbyters in Order, equal! in that re- 
ſuperior only in Degree. 
But further, they have conſtanly inſiſted on the validity 
of Orders receiv d at the hands of Presbyters among them- 


ſelves, which we look upon as an open Uſurpation 75 Epi- 


— Power, and an act they had no Authority to pre- 
ſume upon. The Reformed Churches abroad always ac- 
knowledgꝰ'd 


ops of - 
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AX . 
Rabwedg d themfetves ont of the right way; and pleaded 
e the Innovation. Their Plea has always been 
accepted, and tho' we do not ſay, Neceſſity fully makes up 
the defect of their Ordination, 10 as that they are Mini- 
Ters according to our Saviours Inſtitution, yet we allow 
the Plea, and believe God if give his Bldſiag te their 
ee his kroridenck dias laid that Necelity 
du thoſe who iafiſt upon the Validity of Presbyterial 
Ordination among us, go — — far different Principles: 
They urge it as moſt agreable to Scripture, and there- 
fore not to be receded from: And tho” they were for E- 
piſcopacy in the Name, (ſome of the more Learned I mean) 
yet this was conſiſtent enough with their Scheme, ho 
look upon Biſhops to be in reality no more than Presby- 
ters. | e Beg 5 
So that to have yeilded the validity of their Ordinati- 
ons, had been to have given up the Cauſe of Epiſcopacy, 
and fix d a perpetual Comment on their Notion of the 


THEE Eon i EE Le Og ; 
1 'We could not look on the Form of Church Govern- 
ment, or on Epiſcopacy, as things indifferent; and there- 
fore when theſe were demanded in ſuch a manner, we 
could not without violating our Confciences give way to 
the demant, een e e 
They requir'd moreover, that all apr dp Indiffe- 
rent Nature, meaning the Ceremonies of the Church, as 
they ſhould be reform'd, might be chenceforth left at 
„„ 5 17 
Now this directly impeach'd the Authority of the 
Church, and our Members, tho* they might be willing to 
remove the things moſt ſcrupled by them, could not take 
them away as Sinful, which was alfo included in their de- 
mand; nor could they with any regard to Decency and 
Order agree that the Remaining Ceremonies ſhonld not 
Po Ac 
As to the Reformation of the Liturgy, Mr. Baxter un- 
destook it, and tho? the * of ſeyeral Prayers was 
2 In- 


| 4 ( 28 ) 
tycorporated,. yet the whole was ſo, much alter'd, that it 
— another Face, and was; hardly to be known, by 
thoſe; WhO were formerly acquainted with it. The Re- 
form d Liturgy is Extant, and comparing it with the Old, 
will be the beſt way to diſcern the difference. The Pray- 
ers were greatly lengthen' d, and if a Form be tireſome, - 
made much more tedious. The Reſponſes were ſtruck out, 
and the People had no room for ſaying any thing but 
Amen; The obſervation of Holy-Days, was aboliſp' d, 
and the Kalender ſuffered a thorow Reformation, 
Now it might be thought reaſonable, to have mended 
only the-, excepted Paſſages, without transforming the n 
whole, and modeſt at leaſt, to have donbted of the Per- | 
tection oi: ther . ĩͤ T9ʃẽ enn 
However 600 Alterations in it were made by our Di- 
vines; and the Liturgy, as at preſent receiv'd among us, 
has been ſo juſtly celebrated by many excellent Pens, 
that it only can be ſaid, they have fall'n ſhort in their 
JJͤ;—⁵'ks —8 
Now upon the whole of this matter, when people make 
demands with ſo little Reaſon, we have great Reaſon not 
to comply with them. And when they ask things, which 
they muſt. know, that upon our Principles we, cannot 
grant, whatever they may pretend of their deſires of 
Peace, and Union, *tis they ſtop up the Way, and make 
Accommodation impracti cable. 
And now that they may not any more pretend to Con- 
cord, and ſow the Seeds of Difference in the greateſt ſteps 
they take to Concord, I will venture to tell them, that what- 
ever variations may be made in things of an indifferent Na- 
ture, we ſhall never alter all thoſe things, which they eſteem 
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This Church will always perform her publick Worſhip 
by ſome publick Form of Prayer, and Thankſgiving; an 
however the preſent Liturgy may be alter'd, it will never 
be aboliſh d, till they can find more reaſonable excepti- 


dus againſt it, or offer a better in its Rom. 
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And then for Epiſcopacy, (whatever ſome ſew of our 
Divines have faid) we eſteem it of right Apoſtolical, and 
conſequently of Divine: Presbytery alſo we eſteem of 
right Divine, but then we ſo eſteem it only, where it is 
rightly Conſtituted. And what is of Divine Inſtitution, 
can be revers'd by no Humane Authority. The Miniſters 
appointed by, Chriß, were to continue perpetual in his 
Church, and as Himſelf inſtituted two Orders with diffe- 
rent Powers and Authority, ſo that diſtinction is for ever 
to remain to ſucceeding Ages: To the Apoſtles he com- 
mitted the. full power of Governing the Church after his 
Aſcenſion : To the Seventy,a Power ſubordinate to theirs; 
and Remarkable it is, that ſuceeeding- Miniſters were 
Ordain'd by. the Apoltles only, Churches form'd by them 
alone.: Others were partakers of their Miniſtry in Preach- 
ing the Word, in Converting numbers to the Faith, but 
all acts of Power and Juriſdiction were exercis'd by them; 
as is moſt undeniable from the Hiſtory of their Acts, and 
ſeveral Paſlages eſpecially in St. Paul's Epiſtles, © 
By this Power they, inſtituted: the Order of Deacons, 
giving them Authority to Baptize, and to preach the Word: 
We find not that any befides-theApoſtles 9 to this 
Power, nor do we read that any Body of Presbyters ever 
took upon them to Ordain any to their own Order: But 
St. Paul, we ſee, (and by his Practice we may certainly 
colleck that of the other Apoſtles) exercis'd this Autho- 
rity in its full Latitude and Extent: He us'd it himſelf, 
and confer d it upon others, peculiarly Conſecrating Timo- 
thy and Titus, who before were Elders, to Ordain Elders 
in thoſe Churches over which he plac'd them, and to have 
B over them, that ſo none might be ſeat irregu- 
rly into the Vineyard of the Lord. A eg 
Now if theſe Orders were Inſtituted by our Saviour and 


his Apoſtles, and if none have Authority to. Miniſter in 


Holy things, but thoſe who derive it from Chriſt Original- 
ly thro”. the Hands of the Apoſtles and their Succeflors 
in all Ages of the World, then can we never Recede 
from the. Epiſcopal Government of our Church, and from | 
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n the Powers lodg d with particalze- Petſons for the con- 
X ſtant continuance of theſe thre& Orders in it, without 
1 violating our Saviours Inſtitution, and imalidating our 
W Ants ant YES 
If this be what they expect from us, we can ſuffer for 
our refuſal, and perhaps without a Toleration. This 
1 Church is ready to do any thing for Peace, which will not 
| deſtroy her ſelf: Things of an indifferent nature, ſhe 
| would cheerfally part with for the purchaſe of that Pre- 
| cious Jewel, could ſhe be aſſur'd ſhe ſhould attain her end, 
1 and not be expos'd to continual Changes, and a more un- 
Wl | | ſettled Condition by it. , El 5 
1 But then, are no Advances to be made on their ſide? 
muſt we yield all to them, and will they in nothing com- 
ply with us? If they ſincerely intend an Union with us, 
let them ſhow how far they can Conform. I do not intend 
4 to propoſe ſo hard meaſure to them, as the coming to our 


many things, yet they may ſcruple' others; but I would 
recommend to them an Effectual way to Pearce and Union 
| with us, that they would introduce into their own Con- 
| gregations ſo much of our Worthip, as they do not except 
Wo againſt ; and then we ſhall ſee how far they will comply, 
1 and what their Expectations from vs armee. 
| | Elfe conſidering that all Propoſals have hitherto been 
4 unſucceſsful, and in their Judgment not reaſonable,” we 
may without breach of Charity- conclude, that at what 
| time ſoever the Noncoſforming Intereft is advanc'd to that 
\þ | Pitch they aim at, Overtures will be needleſs on our fide, 
wil | 
| 


when the reaſonableneſs of them ſhall be decided by thoſe, 
who at ſuch a time will Judge, and Carve, and lay ont for 
themſelves. OBS nd Gon rat des cv phe 

I might beſtow ſome Words to make them ſenſible of 
the unwarineſs of that Expteſſion; I might tell them, tis 
ill with a Prince, who is oblig'd to make Overtures to his 
| Rebels. We know the ſucceſs, when things come to that 
if extremity. We' remember, when no Overtpres could 
1 Ave the Church; and tho' We hope, we ſpall never be fo 

| unreaſona- 


Churches, becauſe tho” they may have no objection againſt 
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unreaſonably and ſeverely; treated any more, yet we can 
never think ee long, LT had 
our felves concern'd to make ſuch Overtures, as our Ad- 
verſaries ſhall judge reaſonable, who have never eſteemed: 
any. ſo, that we have ever offer Cl. 

. The laſt Enquiry under this Head is this: 

4. Whether obtaining the End mention'd in the former, 
Would not by the Union of fo great 4 Number of the beſt Chri- 
ſtians,' be a likely means to put a Check tothe growing Infide- 
lity, Prophaneneſs, and Immor ality of the preſent Age? 

And indeed | believe it would put a conſiderable ſtop: 
to the growth of Atheiſm and Jofidelity, and be 
an excellent means of Reforming the diſſolute Manners of 
the Age. For nothing gives ſo great an occaſion to theſe 
things as our Diviſions ; The Atheiſt from obſerving ſeve- 
ral Opinions obſtinately contended: for, believes them all 
to be wrong: And the Debauchee eludes the Churches 
Laws, by taking, ſhelter in a Conventicle. If therefore 
our Union be effectual to the giving a Check to theſe: 
Evils, we muſt take care to Unite in ſuch a manner, as 
will beſt ſecure us againſt future Diviſions. 

Now the Presbyterians may obſerve, that they, from the 
firſt times of their Separation, have been the ground 
whence every other Sect has prong. do not know of 
any ſecond: ſeparation made, But among thoſe who were 
already ſeparated, from us; And the Browniſts, and Qua- 
kers, Cc. roſe up among thoſe, who were already gone 
away and had eſtrang d themſelves from the Church. One 
Sect has commonly multiplied into many; and Men hav- 
ing once left our Communion, become unſixt and unſta- 
ble in every thing, but a, pur poſe of not returning to 
us | . 2 ; ' ö 


Since therefore the Preshyterians are the ſeed of our 
Diviſions, the Original whence they are all deriv'd, they 
will always be found an improper Fence againſt them. 
The Inference from hence is ſo obvious, that I need not 
mention it. For when it is true in Fact, that one Sepa- 
ration has divided into many, and that their on * 
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have complain'd that Errors, Hexeſies, and the wildeſt Sets 
encteas d among them under their -Goyernment without 
Number, beyond any proportion to What was known, 
while the Diſcipline of the Church remain'd in the Biſhops - 
Hands; when © themſelves: acknowledge this in frequent 
and publick Complaints to their Parliament, they do not 

only ſhow the fatal Conſequences of their Separation, but 
do alſo demonſtrate how ineffectual a” Presbyterian Mo- 
del is to prevent Diviſions, and ho much better ſecured 
the Nation was under the Epifcopal Government and Diſ- 
cipline of the Church. e . 8. ; 

V. The 5th Head of Expoſtulation relating wholly to 
the care they ought to take of the Flock in general, as well 
as of thoſe particular parts more immediately under their 
reſpective Care as Paſtors of them, I ſnall not dwell long 
upon it. | FO e 

Fpgt A derber by the Flock they mean thoſe only of their 


own Perſwaſion, or whether they extend it to all Chri- 


ſtians in the Nation, I have already conſider'd their Ob- 
ligation in this Point; only 1 Thall add, that with re- 
ſpect to their own people, as far as both Teacher and Peo- 
ple are truly ſincere and conſcientious in their Separati- 
on, ſo far they do well in conſulting the Edification of 
their People, by inſtructing them to live Soberly, Righ- 
teouſly, and Godly in this preſent World. debates 
Bur with reſpe& to any who are diſengag'd from their 
ſcruples, I have 'ſhow'd they can be under no obligation 
of Entangling Tach Perſons in them. ===» 5 


VI. What the Buſineſs of their weekly Meetings is, 


which is the cloſe of the 5th, and what the Buſineſs of their 
general Correſpondence is, which is the ſubſtance of their laſt 

Expoſtulation, I; can't pretend to acquaint you with. Only 
you obſerve as well as I, that they are the greatInſtruments 
in Compacting them together; the Engines by which their 
Intereſt is carried on. In one their Deſigns are form'd, 
by the other communicated through the Nation; one pre- 


pares the Springs and diſpoſes the Wheels in order, 
the other gives Moti ion to the whole Machine; bit ther 


21 *7{ , ws * \ - of „. 
$354 ue oa deri Opera- 


cc D 
f 295285 are remote: feom ing ctr reg 


— * py Medſurvs are conan theſe Week 
3 and what is agreed upon by their [General Cor- 
reſpon ence, we can form no mote than probable Con: 


jectures of. All the en . 0 Ares pete redreſſin 
"AbiiGs, zupa. e de to ſuch ! Evils 
t among t ue Gan View and Inten= 


al df chem, is 4 vigorods Preſecutiem of their Iitereſt 
In the Concluſion of the Letter, they ſolemniy udjure 
their London Brethren, by the Name of our. leſſed Savi- 
our, That they ſet about theſe Things with Conſtancy and 
Zeal, for the Public Good: ok thienſetves 1 fret e 
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«Faith in Separation from the Eſtabliſſ d Church, 1 am ſorry 
to os that they build their Oomfort on ſuch uncertain 
Ground! Aud that they are ſo fully bent on rhe Cauſe uf 
Separation; as Wy ic on to theunioſt; andi make it an 
Argument of Jo And - at, ! their Deatii. When 
People are ſo rigid in their way; and eſpecially hen they 
Hall place their Religion ih the T erms Ache their Separation, 
it ruſt alienate their Mind from and render them 
Less inielin'd to any Thoughts of withitheChurch, 
d a6t-fay that 58 In G they mean their 
n Manner of: J in O tradiction ⁊o us j but 
Tony ſhew the Conſe if that be their Perſwaſion. 
Aid. yet when Icon ſidet it, I can ſay no lefs; for the Care 
2 their Poſterity, in Securing 3 the Corrupti- 
. :of:vur Church, is-made! x matter:of 
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However, if fich be their Iboding a greater Zeal and 
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nat to inſiſti on the ngument ws Ya hh wy'd;; that 
meß can be nader-dq\/Qbligation of ＋ bringing up their 
Children ihathe Principles af Separation, . which:: | 
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thing: which may prove. Matter of Sorrow to them alder 
their Death, can be a proper Argument of Joy, before it. 
MNaw it is certain, that eocanſerLNiviions in g Church, in 
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to preſerve the Unity. of the Ghurely Whether the Di- 
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others * no:Obligatirar; but — and! muſt be guilty of —_ 
the Unity of Chuedh, if they infyſe Aux. berſwalions. ing any, and their 


Minds 1 oubts, who before were ſatisfy d in their Conformity, and guilty. of no 
Sin in Canforming to us. And Lr their Zeal and Induſtry, and Endeayours 


to continue the Separation, muſt pon theſe Principles, very muck encreaſe their - 


Guilt, and can neter be 8 ber Made for J Joy.and Triumph at the T Y 
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thing ſo much as Peage and Unity, in the Church. "And if Exhortations 2 pre- 


vail only ſe far, '& to mate Men conſider che Ciuſe between us; and once more to 


doubt, whether they gnght te continue chaſe Div iſiom which haye rn the Raf 
the Church, and iſerebiy defas d that con He 


mony of all che Members, 1 Would {hill 6 Net One Hop, ga thoſe. = Fa 
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that I have rtad, as well as by the beſt-Judgihent L am Maſter of, that thert is nor one 


fioful Tem in our Communion; and all our Divines, I dare anſwer for; them, are 
fully ſatisfy d in their Conſciences of the fame. The Londen Caſcs, feveral ex- 
cellene a Gi 60 hays ſex this Matter ;beyond Pi tbo th the Noncanforwiſts 
will till dif] for ic is no Argument agaitiſt th TH that it Sher acknaw- 
ledg'd, with Argument that a Man is not conſuted, that he vit Alf I his 
Opinion; becauſe ws a Truth is clearly prov'd, the Incapacity can't lie in the Ar- 


gument that proves It, but in him, who refules to receiye it. When Men have ws'd 
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clear'd from the Charge of Sin, as certainly they have been, the Fault muſt lye on 


them, who will not be convinc'd, but moſt unreaſonably continue, and repeat that 


ge againſt us. 1 — * $1. «12S & 22 OA 
2 therefore; iF-the Peace of the Church be of an 


175 Duty incumbent on all who call themſelves Chriſtians, it is incumbent on every 


oncon formilt ſeriouſly to examine theſei Matters, not to ſit down contented with 


Heart, to weigh the Arguments for 2 if any Doubt ariſes, not to go to 


miſſionꝰd by Chriſt to inſtru him in his Duty. Let him give both Sides an {pal | 
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tions from us, when 


they muſt needs percei 


niſtry, when the Exercile of it is Deſtruftive of the Church's peace. ff 
For where the Faith is truly proſeſs d, and the Doctrines of the Goſpel truly 
d; whert the Terms of Communion are lawful, and may without Sin be com- 
ply'd with,- the peace of the Church over weighs all other Conſiderations, and ought 
to convince them, that where it muſt be deſtroyed by the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, 
it muſt be preſerv d by their Silence. | nes 
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